


Working alongside peers 
without disabilities in the 
competitive labor market

Access to the same work, 
accommodations, and 
benefits as their peers 
without disabilities, with the 
tools they need to succeed

Inclusive 
Employment for 
Individuals with 
Disabilities



Effort taken on by states to 
change systems and create a 
reality of meaningful work for 
all people with disabilities.

Forty states adopted legislation 
and/or an official state policy, 
stating that employment in the 
community is the first and 
preferred service option for 
people with disabilities.

Colorado is an 
Employment 
First State



Alternative Cooperative Education (ACE)

School to Work Alliance Program (SWAP)

Cooper Home

Community Connections

ACE Supported Employment

Project SEARCH



● Business-led collaboration for students with intellectual or developmental 
disabilities

● Enables young adults to gain and maintain employment through career exploration 
and training

● Students participate in one hour of daily classroom instruction alongside three 12-
week internships that provides technical and employability skills which occur in the 
community setting. 

● The ultimate goal is for students to leave Project SEARCH with paid employment



Project SEARCH 
Video

https://www.wevideo.com/view/2830042572
https://www.wevideo.com/view/2830042572


















https://employmentfirstcolorado.org/benefits-of-diversifying/




https://cdle.colorado.gov/work-opportunity-tax-credit
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/tax-benefits-for-businesses-who-have-employees-with-disabilities
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/tax-benefits-for-businesses-who-have-employees-with-disabilities






https:/ / employmentfirstcolorado.org
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