
Issue of the Week – Eminent Domain 

What is it? 

Eminent Domain is a legal process under which a public authority or its agent takes possession 

of private property for the purpose of pursuing public benefit upon just compensation. 

Why is it important? 

Although intended to allow for the construction of public infrastructure, such as roads or storm 

drainage, Colorado law allows property to be taken from one business for the benefit of 

another. 

What is the issue? 

Through its Urban Renewal Authority, the City is considering its ability to pursue an involuntary 

eminent domain action to acquire the former Albertsons location on North College Avenue.  

The stated rationale is to address conditions of blight, including adverse impacts to adjoining 

property owners.  The Chamber cautions against the use of involuntary eminent domain action. 

Learn More: 

Colorado Legal Resources | Statutes Document Page (lexis.com) 

Colorado Eminent Domain Laws - Institute for Justice (ij.org) 
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