FORT COLLINS AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE CANDIDATE ENDORSEMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

2015 PSD SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION

Due back to ahutchison@fcchamber.org by noon on October 7, 2015 Please

note that questionnaire answers will be shared with the business

community.

Office Sought:

  Poudre School District Board of Education

District (If Applicable):

  A

Name:

  Michael Pruznick

Home Address:

  636 Castle Ridge CT; Fort Collins, CO 80525

Daytime Phone:

  970-673-7840

Evening Phone:

  970-673-7840

Fax:

  970-673-7840

Email:

  mikepruz@gmail.com

Employment:

  Self

Length of Residence:

  In City: 15

  In District: 15

(1) Education:

  BACS, with concentrations in History and Political Science.

(2) Past and Present Community Service Including Offices Held:

  Vice Chair Fort Collins Parking Board

  HOA Board

  Colorado WWWVCE (World Wide Views on Climate and Energy Colorado)

  Governor Hickenlooper's TBD Colorado

  Family Leadership Training Institute (FLTI)

(3) Past and Present Employment/Business Experience:

  Flew on research aircraft, wrote air traffic control software,

  and implemented systems for remote unmanned outposts.  These are

  critical environments in which failure was not an option.  We only

  get one chance to educate our children, failure is not an option.

  The same downside risk management skills used in these jobs apply

  to the educational environment.  Further, I study models designed

  to maximize success and minimize failures such as Costco's 3-person

  checkout (2 cashiers and door auditor), Walmart's greeter (which is

  really an exit monitor), the Air Force Academy Jump School (the only

  school in which your first jump is a solo free-fall jump), and others.

(4) Current Employment and Responsibilities:

  Self, Business Owner, current project is LESS, Living Environmentally

  Self-Sufficient, minimizing a home's energy and water usage while

  maximizing its energy and water production.  Alternative heating

  (60% energy savings), cooling (90% reduction in cooling costs),

  irrigation (50% reduction in lawn water), landscaping (evergreen

  scaping) techniques, and gray water and toilet to tap education as

  these will be the future of water conservation.

(5) Past and Present Political Offices Held:

  Elected None.  Appointments included in #2 above.

(6) Specific Qualifications For This Office:

  Commitment to put people (Human Rights) and planet (Environmental

  Protection) before profit -- Student safety, health, and education

  come first.

  I have a proven record of coming up with the right answer before the

  government.  GPS on West Nile (experts said technology didn't exist);

  CSU Stadium Public Outreach (filmed first meeting which prompted city to

  film rest); after 3 years of advocating for LSV (low speed vehicles)

  the city finally approved this last month.  Several years ago PSD

  was insisting that TIF was good for school funding when I knew it

  wasn't and now they are on board and the county assessor data shows

  we lost about $1.5M (or $30,000 per school, about the amount of the

  Werner fund raising controversy); In numerous issues with my children

  the government experts said one thing, I challenged it, and I was

  proven right, showing that this amateur expert can find problems the

  professional experts miss.

(7) Why Are You Running For This Office?

  1) To increase the diversity of viewpoints on the board.  Currently

  most continuing members and candidates are strongly aligned with a

  special interest group that represents about 30% of the community.

  My election to the board will help bring representation to the remaining

  70% of the community resulting in better board decisions.

  2) The world is changing and the issues PSD will be addressing in the

  next four years are much different than the issues faced over the last

  four years and the voters deserve to know there are other viewpoints.

  I'm the only candidate with a strong interest in discussing non-bonding

  options for new schools (to protect low and fixed income), proposing a

  viable testing solution (not just opposing current testing), honoring

  athlete safety (repeated head injuries), promoting eco-friendly schools

  (proposing new schools be net-positive active learning), encouraging

  more effective educational models (competency-based learning from

  charter schools, flipped school model from UNC Greeley) and much more.

  3) PSD is falling behind the changing world.  Numerous business surveys

  show that employers want more soft skills (public speaking, work habits)

  and yet PSD recently replaced these soft skills with more hard skills

  (academics).  Charter schools are 13 of the top 20 schools in the

  states and rather than trying to apply those successes to traditional

  schools, PSD recently passed a resolution asking for more control over

  charter schools.

(8) Is there any significant information that could come out about

you during a campaign that could potentially embarrass you publicly?

(ex:  bankruptcy, arrest, conviction, etc.)

  Questions that have a "right" answer that is independent of the truth

  add bureaucracy and overhead that waste limited resources.  I will

  fight such processes in the name of continuous improvement.

(9) Is your spouse/significant other/family supportive of your decision

to run for public office?

  See #8 above.

(10) What are the three most important issues facing the school district

during the next two years?  Discuss in more detail what you think is

the most important issue.

  Human Rights -- We have enough facilities for our current population.

  New schools are needed for growth.  I will advocate for making growth

  pay $250M cash for the new school instead of asking those on free and

  reduced lunch to pay $500-$700M including bond interest.  This will help

  growth bring money into our community and keep $250M+ in bond interest

  from leaving the community and making it available for spending at

  local businesses.  Sustainable growth leads to a stable economy.

  Environmental Protection -- Advocate for all new facilities to be energy

  and water net-positive using active learning that will allow students,

  parents, the community, and other school districts to understand how

  and why being green is financially prudent.  It is less expensive to

  do it clean than to fund a climate action plan.  Clean up by stopping

  new pollution.

  Citizens United -- Corporate campaign money has been able to influence

  election results by marketing pro-business (profit) candidates over

  people and planet.  This is a significant reason why PSD's negative

  factor money was stolen, this is why our TABOR refund was stolen

  (health care fee), this is why they are trying to steal our marijuana

  refund, this is why fracking and asphalt plants are allowed next to

  schools.  We need to take money and special interest out of politics.

  Citizens United is a threat to local control.  We need a school board

  that can make decisions, not just implement state and federal mandates.

  We need to stop the federal government from shutting down student-run

  businesses because they provide a great opportunity for students to

  build their resume allowing employers to have more confidence in their

  hiring decisions.

(11) What have you done to prepare for election to this office and how

you will you conduct yourself if elected to this office?

  Part 1) I'm not going to give away my proprietary secrets, at least,

    not before the election is over.

  Part 2) I see two aspects to conduct:

    A) As a board member I would share my perspective.  I would not try

    to influence or demean my fellow board members, but to ask clarifying

    questions to better understand their position.  Watch the League of

    Women Voters forum and the PSD Students Viewpoints forum.  Notice my

    focus on my message to the audience.  I did not engage challenges from

    other candidates and turn a public information forum into a debate.

    Its one thing for the public to confront the government during public

    comments, but the board is held to a higher standard when discussing

    its issues.

    B) Advocating with external government entities on behalf of PSD,

    which includes rallying the community to engage state legislators

    for proper funding because properly funded quality schools build

    quality communities with high performing and stable economies.

Date Signature

2015-10-05 Michael Pruznick
